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Start an amazing journey 

We are encouraging parishes, Ministry Areas and congregations across the Diocese to engage 
with baptism in a new way. We hope that as every church will have had a baptism in the past few 
years – if not lots of them! – there is a starting point here for every church to build new 
relationships with families and help them start an amazing journey. 

One of the key ways we are asking churches to engage is through Godparents’ Sunday. Get it in 
your diaries now and start to plan!  

Why? 

© Dr Sandra Millar – training delivered to St Davids Diocese as part of the CMD  
programme September 2016 

Why is this important? 

- Attract – engaging at life’s key moments 
- Build – understanding about who we are and what we offer 
- Care – developing consistent good practice 

Research and statistics are from the Church of England (NB. Children in baptism = under 12s) 

Statistics 

In 2013; 
657, 177 live births 
122, 000 baptisms (65% under the age of 1) 

Warm contacts 

In baptism it is recognised that we have a direct impact through this ministry with around 6 people. 
A huge way to engage with people that is much neglected.  

Impact calculator for baptism ministry = 6 x number of baptisms you do each year 

Beyond this there are also the forgotten congregations present a ‘life event’ ministries – these are 
also significant 
- age group 18-45 average at baptisms and weddings 
- passing trade – similar to a motorway service station however even in that context they would 
record and value their customers 

Research 

Conducted with clergy and members of the public in the Church of England 

There is a direct link between church growth and baptism. Around 20% start regular attendance as 
a result of baptism.  

These factors are key to the process being a success 

- Language – using language that connects i.e. the language of christening. It was found that 
this was 12 times more likely to be used by families than baptism. A helpful phrase to use 
‘during the christening, your baby will be baptised’ 

- Parents motivated – more reasons why parents want their children baptised will be looked 
at later 

- Godparents matter – include them before, during and after the service – see Godparents’ 
Sunday 

- Symbols – connected to language, families are clearly comfortable with the symbolism of 
baptism if not always the language used 



- Whole people of God – this is the debate around baptisms taking place during the main 
service or separately. Whatever happens it is important to reinforce that the whole people of 
God are involved in this act.  

- Follow up – families want, expect and need to be kept in touch with. Another useful phrase 
‘start an amazing journey’ help families see this as an ongoing relationship. 65% of pilot 
parishes saw an increase in families engaged in church.  

Why are people having their children baptised? 

1. Part of a journey – parents see it as an important foundation and believe it ‘opens doors’ to 
later life choices 

2. To make a good start – connected to the feeling of awe and wonder. Parents also feel an 
element of responsibility and are looking for God’s protection (blessing) and good ‘values’ 
for their children. Our challenge is to translate that and build a bridge to an understanding of 
what church and the Christian faith is all about – relationship.  

3. People matter – belonging, family, celebration, party, community – all words used in 
association with baptism. Becoming a fuller part of a community is linked to having a baby. 
From the church perspective it is all about the welcome, a ‘no’ takes them nowhere. 

4. 93% - to give them Godparents – Godparents are seen as figures of  
a) guidance – moral, religious and as a friend 
b) insurance – ‘if anything happens to me’ 
c) constant – alongside the parent(s) 

Come back after… 

This phrase is often used by people referring to the celebration after the service, inviting clergy to 
‘come back after’. This time we should use their language to welcome them into the fullness of the 
church family.  Fewer than 1/10 didn’t want to keep in touch, 2/3 expect the church to keep in 
touch  

• Prayer – pray for the child and the family and celebrate anniversaries 

• Real mail and social media – both work and in different circumstances 

• 5 years or more – it is likely to be 3 years when the next ‘transition moment’ takes place 
when the child starts school. Keep in touch until at least then when circumstances may 
change and families may find it easier to come to church  

• Help for the journey – parents were concerned to do the right thing ‘how do I pray for my 
child?’ and ‘what Bible stories should we read?’ – provide them with things to help on this 
journey together  

• Family time  - many families see Sundays as the only time for family. Encourage them to 
see that you are giving them opportunities for this in church ‘the gift of time together as a 
family’ 

• Invitation – be intentional and specific e.g. an invitation to a crib service, rather than all the 
church services at Christmas time. And remember it takes 7 times to make an impact.  

Have confidence – in what we do and what we offer 
Build relationship – through life events and the USP the church has at those moments 

Give courage – make it easy to ask by offering welcome and to continue relationship through 
follow-up and communication afterwards 

 

 

 

 



Be part of it 
 
There are three main ways that we hope and pray you will engage with baptisms and 
families in a new way  
 

1. Godparents’ Sunday 
The majority of resources in this booklet are aimed at having one celebratory focus in your 
church for baptism families past, present and future to come together and become more 
fully part of your church family. 
There are ideas about how to be creative, to involve children in the celebration and to 
encourage an atmosphere of celebration with those gathered. There are also resources to 
pray with and for baptism families and to encourage them to pray. 
We hope that every church will endorse and support Godparents’ Sunday and into the 
future. If you need more help, support, resources or information please do get in touch. 

  
2. Baptism preparation and follow-up development 

The research conducted by the Church of England clearly shows that the more you can 
engage with families to come to the church for baptism, the more chance there is that they 
will regularly attend. There are many new resources available to help with baptism 
preparation and follow-up and we hope that, alongside Godparent Sunday this can be a key 
focus for some churches.  
We would encourage 3 main things in terms of preparation 
1. Make it personal, family orientated and involve the whole party e.g. godparents  
2. Include a visit to church, a meeting after a church service or an invitation to a Sunday 

service to encourage more contact 
3. Use the whole congregation; invite others to be involved in preparation and the service 

itself. Pray and make baptisms a whole part of what you do as a church 
We would encourage 3 main things in terms of follow-up 
1. Find out what the family want – most want to keep in touch, how can you make it easy 

for them? What is the best way to keep in touch? 
2. Continue the celebration – send baptism anniversary cards, invite them to special 

services for children and families and encourage them to come along to Godparent 
Sunday  

3. Keep it up – whatever you do, continue to invite and engage with these families for at 
least 5 years, this is proven to have more impact than just one attempt at follow-up or 
even follow-up which lasts 1-3years.  
 

3. The Baptism Project  
Finally, following on from this focus and research carried out in the Church of England it 
would be good to see what impact this new engagement has on communities in this 
Diocese.  
We would like churches from each Archdeaconry to be involved in the Baptism Project – to 
use these ideas (and more!) to engage in new and exciting ways with children and families 
through baptism. We would then like to track this engagement and the impact it has, to 
survey families and congregations and assess how things have changed as a result of this 
new engagement. 
If you would like to be part of the Baptism Project as a church please get in touch.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Resources for Godparents’ Sunday 

Liturgy  

https://churchsupporthub.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Godparents-Sunday-liturgy.pdf  

The outline can be used for a Eucharist, but could also be adapted for a Service of the Word. The 
recommended lectionary readings and authorized collect for the day must be used.  

You will need: Large sheets of paper e.g. lining paper on a roll or a large sheet with the heading 
“Memory Wall”; felt pens for directly writing on paper/fabric OR post-it notes and pins Four large 
cards each with one of these phrases: Being There; Part of the family; Good choices; Sharing faith 
Yellow and white ribbons and two ‘prayer trees’ eg places where ribbons can be tied [optional] 
Heart shaped chocolates or carnations or godparent/godchild badges [available from 
www.churchprinthub.org] to give away [optional]  

Before the service: Place the paper or fabric somewhere accessible. As people arrive invite them 
to either write directly or use the post-it notes a memory of their godparent/godchild. If you are 
really organized you could begin this a couple of weeks before and also get people to bring along 
photos to create a ‘memory wall’  

We gather  

Minister: The Lord be with you  

All: And also with you Informal welcome  

Use the informal welcome to explain that Godparents’ Sunday is a day to celebrate a very special 
relationship, whether we are godparents or godchildren. Explain that the opening praise can be 
accompanied by actions, like those used at a football crowd – a double clap and an arm raise. 
Encourage everyone to shout Alleluia really loudly!  

Cantor or group of voices: God is great! [double clap then arm raise]  

All: Let the people praise you!  

Cantor: God is great!  

All: Let the people praise you!  

Cantor: God is great!  

All: Let the people praise you! [Repeat as often as feels right]  

Minister: Alleluia! Christ is risen  

All: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

We say sorry  

Minister: Sometimes we become selfish and forget about all the people who help and support us 
each day, some who are family, some who are friends, some who are doing their jobs. Sometimes 
we forget God who is with us every step of the way on our journey in life. Let’s say sorry to God for 
all those times and ask him to forgive us and help us. [Invite everyone to hold their hands open in 
front of them]  

For all the times we have forgotten those who reach out to help us Lord have mercy  

All: Lord have mercy  

https://churchsupporthub.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Godparents-Sunday-liturgy.pdf


Minster: [Look down at or touch feet] For all the times we have not tried to follow Jesus Christ 
have mercy  

All: Christ have mercy  

Minister: [Place hands over ears]  For all the times we have not listened to those who need us 
Lord have mercy  

All: Lord have mercy  

Minister: May the God of love bring us back to himself, Forgive us our sins, And assure us of his 
eternal love In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

WE LISTEN Please sit Reading[s]:  

Talk [You can either do this through a series of questions or pre-stage it as a mini-drama] Invite 
one or two people who would like to learn a skill to come out the front. For example, learning to 
knit, setting up a Facebook account, speaking some phrases in French. Give the people the tools 
they might need and ask them to start …. Then ask how they are getting on: would it be easier if 
someone came to help? Ask the congregation if there is anyone who knows how to knit/use 
Facebook/speak French. Encourage them to give advice and help. Send your volunteers back to 
their seats. Talk about how hard is to learn or experience something new without any help. Having 
someone with you who is even a little ahead makes it more interesting, makes it easier, and 
makes it more enjoyable. Even better sometimes is a group exploring together. In the story from 
Acts the people of Macedonia wanted to discover more about Jesus. In those days they couldn’t 
just send a text – letters took weeks to arrive. So God intervened and a message came to Paul 
through a dream.. Come and help us. When we start to walk the journey of faith we need help too. 
And that’s where godparents come in – they can help us with all kinds of different things. They 
made big promises when we were baptized and over many years play a special part in our lives. 
Get people to read a few ideas from the Memory Wall. Then invite people to hold up each of the 
four cards and encourage suggestions as to how these things can happen.  

• Being there – how we spend time, listening, playing, enjoying, encouraging  

• Part of the family – over the years, sharing special times  

• Good choices – advice, wisdom, insight, help  

• Sharing faith – prayer, church, blessing, values  

All of this began with a baptism – the beginning of an amazing journey of faith, where we discover 
all that it means to be a follower of Jesus. But it’s not a journey we do alone – we do it with others 
to help us and today we especially celebrate our godparents.  

WE RESPOND: Creed or statement of faith  

Minister: We’ve thought about being on a journey together, encouraging each other as we follow 
Jesus. Let’s remind ourselves of the things we believe as we say 

All: We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and earth is named.  
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith and fills us with his love.  
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.  
We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Prayers:  

Prepare enough short lengths of yellow/gold ribbon and enough of white ribbon for each person. 
Place them in baskets at the front of the church. Place two ‘prayer trees’ [NB if your congregation 
is large you might need to replicate in more than one location] Make sure the font has water in. 
Invite people to move to the prayer trees and tie a yellow ribbon as they remember their own 
godparents, and pray for all those who accompany others on the journey of faith. Tie a white 
ribbon as a prayer for godchildren, children in our families and children in the world. Before 



returning to seats, encourage people to go to the font, and use the water to make a simple sign of 
the cross on the back of the hand and remember their own baptism. During this time have 
appropriate music playing, either live or recorded.  

When everyone has returned to their seats, gather all the prayers in these or similar words, which 
can be said by a minister or other person:  
Loving God, we give you thanks for all those who journey with us as we follow you. We thank you 
for help and encouragement, for joy and laughter, for tears and comfort. Help us to share your love 
with each other as godparents, godchildren, and as members of the family of God across the 
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

OR  

If your church or congregation would find it difficult to move to different locations: Introduce the 
prayers by inviting people to use either their imaginations or make the actions indicated during the 
prayers 

Invite people to hold hands together at fingertips in a sphere shape, and imagine they are looking 
a globe. Use the following or similar words 
Minster: As we look at the whole world, held in God’s love, you might like to focus on one country 
– perhaps where you have family, perhaps from the news, or perhaps a country you have always 
prayed for. Imagine one family there – parents, grandparents, children,, godparents, as they live 
their lives and as you think of them so we pray 

Loving God, you created us to be in families and communities and we give you thanks for the joy 
of being together. We pray for families in the world, especially those struggling to find peace, 
safety and security, and we ask that this day they may know you your hope and joy Lord, in your 
mercy 
All: hear our prayer  

Please Invite people to draw a heart shape over the front of their bodies, and think of this nation 
and the communities where they live. Use the following or similar words 
Minster: As we think of our own nation, and our own town, village, suburb, we think of the streets 
where we live, the places we work, the schools we go to. We think of all those who come in and 
out of our communities helping and supporting others, whether in their work or as volunteers, and 
as we think of them so we pray 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the communities where we live and we pray for all those who 
show love and care for others: for doctors, nurses, social workers, teachers, police officers, care 
workers and so many others. Be with them in their daily work, and help them to know and to share 
the great love of God each day Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer  

Please Invite people to hold up hands, palms forward, fingers spread, and move them like 
twinkling stars or imagine they are looking at a vast starry sky. Use the following or similar words 
Minister: As we think of the stars that shine, so we remember those who shine brightly in our lives 
and in our church, those with whom we share a home or share a story; those who encourage and 
help us; those we take care of and those who take care of us; [and particularly we remember 
those we know who are struggling this day], and so we pray 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the blessing of friends and family and we pray that you will be 
close to all whom we care about this day, especially praying for godparents and godchildren. We 
remember those who may be struggling this day especially…….. and ask that you would draw 
close with your healing love Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer  

Please Invite everyone to draw the sign of the cross on the back of their hand. Use the following or 
similar words 



Minister: We remember our own journey of faith as we follow Jesus. We remember those who 
have supported and encouraged since our baptism and welcome into the church, those we still 
see and those we see no longer, and so we pray 

Loving God, we thank you for calling us to be your friends and followers and for calling people to 
help and support us as we discover more of your love. We give you thanks for those who have 
encouraged us, but whom we see no longer, and ask that you will help us to keep following you 
more closely each day, so that we day we will all be united in your presence for all eternity. We 
offer all these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  
All: Amen  

[If the service is a Service of the Word, it may be appropriate to end the prayers with the Lord’s 
Prayer, before sharing the Peace together] [If the service is a Eucharist, continue with the peace 
followed by the offertory and the Eucharistic prayer. Involve different generations as appropriate]  

The Peace The minister introduces the peace, using this or similar words 

Minister: God makes peace within us— let us claim it. God makes peace between us—let us 
share it. The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All: and also with you.  

Eucharistic prayer You might like to use either Prayer D or, if you are expecting a lot of children, 
one of the additional Eucharistic prayers.  

Blessing & Dismissal  

We go out into the world [said by Minister or others]  

Minister: May the God who calls us live in his love be close to you; May the Son who showed us 
the way to God lead you; May the Spirit who strengthen us with joy encourage you; And the 
blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Be with you , and those you love, This day and 
always.  
All: Amen  

The dismissal  
Voice: We go together with joy and laugher  
All: We go!  
Voice: We go together to love and to share  
All: We go!  
Voice: We go together to explore and to learn  
All: We go!  
Voice: We go in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
All: We go! [adapted from Festivals Together Sandra Millar SPCK 2012]  

Minister: Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia  
All: In the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia  

As people leave offer them either a chocolate heart, a single carnation or a godparents/godchild 
badge  

Written by the Revd Dr Sandra Millar, Head of Projects & Developments, Archbishops’ Council for 
the Church of England 

 

 

You will need: Large sheets of paper e.g. lining paper on a roll or a large sheet with the heading 
“Memory Wall”; felt pens for directly writing on paper/fabric OR post-it notes and pins Four large 



cards each with one of these phrases: Being There; Part of the family; Good choices; Sharing faith 
Yellow and white ribbons and two ‘prayer trees’ eg places where ribbons can be tied [optional] 
Heart shaped chocolates or carnations or godparent/godchild badges [available from 
www.churchprinthub.org] to give away [optional]  

Before the service: Place the paper or fabric somewhere accessible. As people arrive invite them 
to either write directly or use the post-it notes a memory of their godparent/godchild. If you are 
really organized you could begin this a couple of weeks before and also get people to bring along 
photos to create a ‘memory wall’  

We gather  

Minister: The Lord be with you  

All: And also with you Informal welcome  

Use the informal welcome to explain that Godparents’ Sunday is a day to celebrate a very special 
relationship, whether we are godparents or godchildren. Explain that the opening praise can be 
accompanied by actions, like those used at a football crowd – a double clap and an arm raise. 
Encourage everyone to shout Alleluia really loudly!  

Cantor or group of voices: God is great! [double clap then arm raise]  

All: Let the people praise you!  

Cantor: God is great!  

All: Let the people praise you!  

Cantor: God is great!  

All: Let the people praise you! [Repeat as often as feels right]  

Minister: Alleluia! Christ is risen  

All: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

We say sorry  

Minister: Sometimes we become selfish and forget about all the people who help and support us 
each day, some who are family, some who are friends, some who are doing their jobs. Sometimes 
we forget God who is with us every step of the way on our journey in life. Let’s say sorry to God for 
all those times and ask him to forgive us and help us. [Invite everyone to hold their hands open in 
front of them]  

For all the times we have forgotten those who reach out to help us Lord have mercy  

All: Lord have mercy  

Minster: [Look down at or touch feet] For all the times we have not tried to follow Jesus Christ 
have mercy  

All: Christ have mercy  

Minister: [Place hands over ears]  For all the times we have not listened to those who need us 
Lord have mercy  

All: Lord have mercy  

Minister: May the God of love bring us back to himself, Forgive us our sins, And assure us of his 
eternal love In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  



WE LISTEN Please sit Reading[s]:  

Talk [You can either do this through a series of questions or pre-stage it as a mini-drama] Invite 
one or two people who would like to learn a skill to come out the front. For example, learning to 
knit, setting up a Facebook account, speaking some phrases in French. Give the people the tools 
they might need and ask them to start …. Then ask how they are getting on: would it be easier if 
someone came to help? Ask the congregation if there is anyone who knows how to knit/use 
Facebook/speak French. Encourage them to give advice and help. Send your volunteers back to 
their seats. Talk about how hard is to learn or experience something new without any help. Having 
someone with you who is even a little ahead makes it more interesting, makes it easier, and 
makes it more enjoyable. Even better sometimes is a group exploring together. In the story from 
Acts the people of Macedonia wanted to discover more about Jesus. In those days they couldn’t 
just send a text – letters took weeks to arrive. So God intervened and a message came to Paul 
through a dream.. Come and help us. When we start to walk the journey of faith we need help too. 
And that’s where godparents come in – they can help us with all kinds of different things. They 
made big promises when we were baptized and over many years play a special part in our lives. 
Get people to read a few ideas from the Memory Wall. Then invite people to hold up each of the 
four cards and encourage suggestions as to how these things can happen.  

• Being there – how we spend time, listening, playing, enjoying, encouraging  

• Part of the family – over the years, sharing special times  

• Good choices – advice, wisdom, insight, help  

• Sharing faith – prayer, church, blessing, values  

All of this began with a baptism – the beginning of an amazing journey of faith, where we discover 
all that it means to be a follower of Jesus. But it’s not a journey we do alone – we do it with others 
to help us and today we especially celebrate our godparents.  

WE RESPOND: Creed or statement of faith  

Minister: We’ve thought about being on a journey together, encouraging each other as we follow 
Jesus. Let’s remind ourselves of the things we believe as we say 

All: We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and earth is named.  
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith and fills us with his love.  
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.  
We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Prayers:  

Prepare enough short lengths of yellow/gold ribbon and enough of white ribbon for each person. 
Place them in baskets at the front of the church. Place two ‘prayer trees’ [NB if your congregation 
is large you might need to replicate in more than one location] Make sure the font has water in. 
Invite people to move to the prayer trees and tie a yellow ribbon as they remember their own 
godparents, and pray for all those who accompany others on the journey of faith. Tie a white 
ribbon as a prayer for godchildren, children in our families and children in the world. Before 
returning to seats, encourage people to go to the font, and use the water to make a simple sign of 
the cross on the back of the hand and remember their own baptism. During this time have 
appropriate music playing, either live or recorded.  

When everyone has returned to their seats, gather all the prayers in these or similar words, which 
can be said by a minister or other person:  
Loving God, we give you thanks for all those who journey with us as we follow you. We thank you 
for help and encouragement, for joy and laughter, for tears and comfort. Help us to share your love 
with each other as godparents, godchildren, and as members of the family of God across the 
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

OR  



If your church or congregation would find it difficult to move to different locations: Introduce the 
prayers by inviting people to use either their imaginations or make the actions indicated during the 
prayers 

Invite people to hold hands together at fingertips in a sphere shape, and imagine they are looking 
a globe. Use the following or similar words 
Minster: As we look at the whole world, held in God’s love, you might like to focus on one country 
– perhaps where you have family, perhaps from the news, or perhaps a country you have always 
prayed for. Imagine one family there – parents, grandparents, children,, godparents, as they live 
their lives and as you think of them so we pray 

Loving God, you created us to be in families and communities and we give you thanks for the joy 
of being together. We pray for families in the world, especially those struggling to find peace, 
safety and security, and we ask that this day they may know you your hope and joy Lord, in your 
mercy 
All: hear our prayer  

Please Invite people to draw a heart shape over the front of their bodies, and think of this nation 
and the communities where they live. Use the following or similar words 
Minster: As we think of our own nation, and our own town, village, suburb, we think of the streets 
where we live, the places we work, the schools we go to. We think of all those who come in and 
out of our communities helping and supporting others, whether in their work or as volunteers, and 
as we think of them so we pray 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the communities where we live and we pray for all those who 
show love and care for others: for doctors, nurses, social workers, teachers, police officers, care 
workers and so many others. Be with them in their daily work, and help them to know and to share 
the great love of God each day Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer  

Please Invite people to hold up hands, palms forward, fingers spread, and move them like 
twinkling stars or imagine they are looking at a vast starry sky. Use the following or similar words 
Minister: As we think of the stars that shine, so we remember those who shine brightly in our lives 
and in our church, those with whom we share a home or share a story; those who encourage and 
help us; those we take care of and those who take care of us; [and particularly we remember 
those we know who are struggling this day], and so we pray 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the blessing of friends and family and we pray that you will be 
close to all whom we care about this day, especially praying for godparents and godchildren. We 
remember those who may be struggling this day especially…….. and ask that you would draw 
close with your healing love Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer  

Please Invite everyone to draw the sign of the cross on the back of their hand. Use the following or 
similar words 
Minister: We remember our own journey of faith as we follow Jesus. We remember those who 
have supported and encouraged since our baptism and welcome into the church, those we still 
see and those we see no longer, and so we pray 

Loving God, we thank you for calling us to be your friends and followers and for calling people to 
help and support us as we discover more of your love. We give you thanks for those who have 
encouraged us, but whom we see no longer, and ask that you will help us to keep following you 
more closely each day, so that we day we will all be united in your presence for all eternity. We 
offer all these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  
All: Amen  



[If the service is a Service of the Word, it may be appropriate to end the prayers with the Lord’s 
Prayer, before sharing the Peace together] [If the service is a Eucharist, continue with the peace 
followed by the offertory and the Eucharistic prayer. Involve different generations as appropriate]  

The Peace The minister introduces the peace, using this or similar words 

Minister: God makes peace within us— let us claim it. God makes peace between us—let us 
share it. The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All: and also with you.  

Eucharistic prayer You might like to use either Prayer D or, if you are expecting a lot of children, 
one of the additional Eucharistic prayers.  

Blessing & Dismissal  

We go out into the world [said by Minister or others]  

Minister: May the God who calls us live in his love be close to you; May the Son who showed us 
the way to God lead you; May the Spirit who strengthen us with joy encourage you; And the 
blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Be with you , and those you love, This day and 
always.  
All: Amen  

The dismissal  
Voice: We go together with joy and laugher  
All: We go!  
Voice: We go together to love and to share  
All: We go!  
Voice: We go together to explore and to learn  
All: We go!  
Voice: We go in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
All: We go! [adapted from Festivals Together Sandra Millar SPCK 2012]  

Minister: Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia  
All: In the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia  

As people leave offer them either a chocolate heart, a single carnation or a godparents/godchild 
badge  

Written by the Revd Dr Sandra Millar, Head of Projects & Developments, Archbishops’ Council for 
the Church of England 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Calendar  



to pray for the month before https://churchsupporthub.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Baptism-
prayer-calendar.pdf  

 

 

Hymns  

https://churchsupporthub.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Hymns-for-Godparents-Sunday.pdf  

A new hymn for Godparents’ Sunday  

(tune: Slane aka Lord of all hopefulness, words by the Revd Ally Barrett)  

Thank you, O Lord, for the gift of this day:  
a time to count blessings, to think and to pray,  
support us, inspire us, and call us anew,  
help us to be faithful in following you.  

Bless us in keeping our promise to care,  
our loving commitment to always be there,  
we’ll smile at each moment of joy and success,  
and when life is bitter, our love is no less.  

Bless us with patience, with care and with time  
to listen, to challenge, to open our mind,  
exploring life’s questions in wonder and awe,  
and sharing the wisdom that loves to learn more.  

Guide us, O Lord, as we walk on life’s way,  
Discov’ring together fresh blessings each day, 

https://churchsupporthub.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Baptism-prayer-calendar.pdf
https://churchsupporthub.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Baptism-prayer-calendar.pdf
https://churchsupporthub.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Hymns-for-Godparents-Sunday.pdf


 O Lord of our journey, we ask you to show 
 the paths we might follow, the ways we may go.  

An adapted baptism hymn  

(tune: All things bright and beautiful)  

Refrain: Bless us as we gather here with grace and peace, we pray.  
Bless us on life’s journey, with your guidance every day.  

We’ve heard your voice from heaven,  
speak blessings from above,  
such words of affirmation,  
encouragement and love.  

Your faith in us is stronger  
than we can ever know,  
You see our true potential,  
and guide us as we grow.  

You give us light in darkness,  
and hope when we despair,  
You strengthen us in weakness  
and hold us in your care.  

We pray for peace and purpose,  
for happiness and fun,  
for health of mind and body,  
till life’s adventure’s done. 

Collect and Readings for the day Available i English and  Welsh from 
www.churchinwales.org.uk/lectionary 

Prayers  

For all: 
Loving God, 
If we are parents, help us in our daily task to build homes that are places of love, laughter and 
learning, 
If we are godparents, help us through the years to be faithful in prayer, to listen well and grow in 
wisdom, 
If we are grandparents, help us to encourage and support across all generations, 
If we are friends, neighbours or family, may we strengthen those around us as we show kindness 
and care, 
And may each of us reflect your great love each and every day. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

For godchildren 
Lord God, 
We pray for our godchildren today 
That they may grow strong in faith and love, 
Discovering more of the world around them, 
And exploring your great love 
As they work and play and rest, 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



For godparents: 
Loving God, 
You call us into relationship with you and with one another. 
You give us friends and family to be with us on life’s journey. 
Today we thank you for godparents who pray for us and listen to us, 
Who help us make good choices, and show us more about Jesus. 
Bless them on their journey of faith, 
And encourage them in their prayers. 
Let their hearts overflow with love for You 
And for the children of every age they promised to support. 
In Jesus name, Amen. 

To help godparents to pray: 
God of light and love, thank you for the joy of being a godparent, 
And the opportunities it gives us to journey with our godchildren as they grow in faith. 
Keep us faithful to the promises we have made to pray for them, 
and to encourage them to deepen their relationship with you. 
Help us to be a prayerful, supportive and loving presence in the lives of our godchildren, 
And to model to them a life rooted in you, the way, the truth and the life. 
Amen. 

Preparation 

© Jaqui Hyde with Dr Sandra Millar & Paul Butler ‘We welcome you – Baptism Preparation with 
Families’ 

Prayer activity using oil, water and light 

You will need; 
A jam jar with a lid 
Pens that will write on glass 
Olive oil to fill half the jar 
A 100% cotton wick 
Water 
A sharp knife and a pair of scissors 

- Make a hole in the lid and pull the wick through so that about half an inch is sticking out at 
the top and the rest is dangling below 

- Invite the families to write the names of the children being baptised on the jar  
- Half fill the jar with water and explain the significance of water in the service 
- Top up with olive oil and explain that oil is also used as a symbol of the child being 

prepared and protected. Leave the oil to settle on top of the water. 
- Cut the wick so that the dangling end reaches into the oil, almost to the bottom but not into 

the water 
- Screw on the lid with the wick attached and wait for the oil to soak in. Then light the lamp 

and explain that light is the final big symbol in the service. 
- You can then use this prayer and invite the parents/godparents to say Amen at the end 

‘Loving God, we thank you for (say all the children’s names) 
We pray for them as we prepare for their christenings 
help us to pay attention to everything that is special and holy about them,  
to get ready for the new journey which starts on the day of their christening and to take the 
light of Christ with us for the rest of our lives. Amen’ 

 

Prayer card/fridge magnet to give to families 



Loving God, we pray for your blessing on our family as we prepare for the christening of our child. 
Help us to follow Jesus together. Amen.  

Loving God, we pray for your blessing on our family as we prepare for the christening of our child. 
Help us to follow Jesus together. Amen.  

Use of a Passport to explain the idea of a journey 

God knew and loved your children before they were born and they were legally named when you 
registered their birth. In christening they are named as children in God’s family, which is why first 
names are called ‘Christian’ names. Being christened is not something that happens and then we 
move on, your children will be christened and baptised as children of God forever and their names 
are part of that identity.  

 

More ideas 

(See even more at www.churchsupporthub.org/baptisms/ideas) 

• Invite recent baptism families to come to church, bringing godparents if they can 
 

• Create a special prayer tree. You will need two baskets, one containing short lengths of 
white ribbon, one containing short lengths of yellow ribbon. Label the white ribbons ‘For 
godparents’ and the yellow ribbons ‘ For godchildren’. Invite people to tie a ribbon to the 
tree as a sign of their prayer for either or both. 
 

• Bake cakes to share 
 

• Buy pin badges for godparents and godchildren to wear 
 

• Invite families to bring back their baptism candles 
 

• Create a family trail around your church for families to complete together 
 

• Put up bunting around the font with the names of all those who have been baptised in the 
past year or so 
 

• Prayer cards, book marks or fridge magnets to give away as prayer aids 
 

• Finish with a picnic lunch together 
 

• Use the ‘baptingle’ to remind families of baptisms and explain baptism to others 
 

 


