
Resource pack  
for schools and churches  

to work together 

Experience 



Advent Experience — an introduction 

Advent Experience is a programme written by Clare Williams along 
the same lines as the Experience Easter programme written by 
Gloucester Diocese.  This can be used and adapted for churches 
to work with their local schools to re-tell the wonderful and  
beautiful story of Christmas from the Christian viewpoint of  
Advent—watching and waiting. 

 

The story is divided into 6 sections each with a title which forms 
part of a visual ‘station’. The children make a journey round the 
first 5 stations in small groups, also taking part in a craft activity to 
support their learning. The final station ‘The Gift takes place with 
the whole group present. Music may be played to indicate when 
the groups need to move on. 

The whole visit should take around an hour and three quarters. 
Teachers are encouraged to take part with pupils. 

Each station session involves 
- Gathering 
- Opening question/thoughts 
- Story 
- Ask and think 
- Reflective activity 
- Prepare to move on 
and should take around 10 minutes.  

 

It is a simple storytelling tool which works very well with primary 
age children. It can be used all across Foundation Phase and KS2 
and is very adaptable to the needs, ages and resources of the 
group using it.  

It also makes use of the station leaders’ own skills and experience 
and each ‘script’ is a guide to be used and adapted.  

It is important to maintain a calm and reflective atmosphere 
throughout the visit. There will be a short introduction before the 
children are split into groups to help set the scene and let the 
group know your expectations of them.  

Most of all it is something to experience and enjoy together!  



All the images in this booklet are just ideas and show how the  

stations can be adapted to your own space and resources. 

This simple Advent wreath is all that is needed for the first station, it can be one 

you use anyway in church, a bigger version or perhaps a version that is not made 

of real leaves but out of paper or cloth—be creative! 

 



The Preparations—Station 1 

The story of John the Baptist  

The scene 

A large Advent wreath. As said on the previous page it is not important how this is 

made but it is important to have 3 purple candles and 1 pink (or just 4 purple) and 

then a final white candle in the centre.  

Paper hearts in a basket and a lighter  

Lettering ‘the preparations’ 

The Gathering 

Ask the children to sit down, ideally in a circle around the Advent wreath. Begin 

by asking how many days/weeks until Christmas. As Advent should have started 

by the time you do this, begin by lighting one of the candles—or two, three,  

depending on how many Sundays in Advent have passed. Explain why you are 

doing this.  

Opening question/thought 

Ask what the children have done already to prepare for Christmas in their homes 

or schools.  

Story 

John the Baptist was preaching and helping people to know God. He told people 

‘the Lord is coming, someone who is much greater than me’. The people asked 

him what should they do. He said ‘repent and start living different lives, get your 

hearts ready for this Messiah who is coming, he is much more important than me, 

I am not even worthy to do up his sandals’.  

Ask/think 

What would you do if someone really important was coming to your house? e.g. a 

celebrity/the Queen? What are some of the things we are doing to get ready for 

Christmas? How can we get our hearts ready? 

Reflective Activity  

Write their name on a paper heart and add it to the Advent wreath 

For older children you might take the question further and ask them to write 

something down they want to say sorry for. For younger children just ask them to 

think and then write their name.  

Finish by blowing out the candles 

Prepare to move on and wait for the music.  



There needs to be enough space around the stations to fit about 10 children, this 

is a good size for the groups of children to make their journey in. 

 

It’s also important to think about whether the children may have something to sit 

on and how to ‘contain’ the space within larger churches. 



The announcement—Station 2 

The story of the Angel’s visit 

The scene 

the kitchen in a house—use whatever you can, a table, some utensils, bread or 

other food, a sweeping brush, a stool, keep it simple 

a letter in an envelope 

a hula hoop 

Lettering ‘the announcement’ 

The Gathering 

Invite the children to sit around the station and ask them to quietly think about 

where they are (a house) and whose house it might be.  

Opening question/thought 

Whose house do you think you are sitting in? 

Story 

Mary was on her own in the house when suddenly an angel appeared to her. The 

angel greeted her and said ‘the Lord has blessed you in a special way, he is with 

you’. But Mary was scared when she heard those words and didn’t know what it 

meant. But the angel said ‘do not be afraid. God is very pleased with you. You are 

to have a baby, you will give birth to a son and you are to call him Jesus. He will 

be the Son of God.’ Mary asked the angel ‘how can this be?’ but the angel said to 

her ‘the power of God will cover you and nothing is impossible with God’ 

Ask/think 

Talk about how Mary must have felt and ask the children to imagine how they 

might feel if an angel appeared to them. 

Reflective activity  

1) ask a child to open an envelope that is placed on the table which is the 

‘message’ from God. It reads ‘you are to have a son and you will call him Je-

sus, he will be the son of God’ 

2) Talk about how long ago Mary received the message, 2000 years! And about 

how the message has gone all the way round the world and in different  

languages. Ask the children to pass a hoop around the circle without  

breaking hands to symbolise this message travelling around the world for 

over 2000 years. 

Prepare to move on and wait for the music.  



This station is the most simple. It only needs to be a pathway of some kind (it 

could be an aisle) with some stones to carry down and a space to put them in at 

the end.  

This allows you to be very creative. In this example there are crib figures of Mary 

and Joseph who are used to actually make the journey, you could have this and/

or a figure of a donkey.  

 



The Journey—Station 3 

The story of Mary and Joseph’s journey  

The scene 

A pathway of some kind 

Crib figures of Mary/Joseph/ Donkey as large as possible 

Pebbles/stones at one end  

somewhere to place the stones at the end, perhaps a stable or a tray of sand 

Lettering ‘the journey’  

The Gathering 

Children take their places along, or at one end of, the pathway 

Opening question/thought 

Have you ever made a really long journey?.  

Story 

After Mary had received the message from the Angel Joseph actually had a 

dream which told him all of what was going to happen too. After that there was 

something called a census which meant that everyone had to go back to the town 

or city where they were born so that they could be counted. Joseph was born in 

Bethlehem so Mary and Joseph had to travel there. But by this point Mary was 

pregnant an it was very difficult. They travelled a long way with just a donkey.  

After they had travelled all that way and got to Bethlehem there was nowhere for 

them to stay.  

Ask/think 

What doe it feel like when we’ve been on a long journey? Where was Jesus born 

in the end? Is that the sort of place where a king/important person should be 

born?  

Reflective activity  

One at a time the children take a pebble and walk along the pathway to place it in 

the stable/sand. They are to think about people who have no homes and people 

who struggle on their journey especially at Christmas time. 

 

Prepare to move on and wait for the music.  

.  



This station is very symbolic. It is representative of the 

‘promises’ that were spoken about throughout the Old  

Testament about Jesus who was coming as Messiah.  

 

The station would work well in a large area.  

 

 



The Promises —Station 4 

The story of the prophets  

The scene 

large black or blue cloth covered with silver/gold stars 

large box/chest with ‘scrolls’  

a matt/cushions to sit on and paperchains 

lettering ‘the promises’  

The Gathering 

Ask the children to sit around and look up at the stars—maybe they could try to 

count them all.  

Opening question/thought 

What are your thoughts as you look at what’s in front of you? 

Story 

There are promises written all the way through the first half of the Bible (the Old 

Testament) which tell the world that Jesus was coming. The people who made 

these promises were called prophets. One of these special people said this ‘a 

child will be born to us, a son will be given to us, he will rule over us and he will 

be called wonderful counsellor, mighty God, everlasting father’. What amazing 

things to say about Jesus and this was thousands and thousands of years before 

he was born! 

Ask/think 

Have you ever made a promise to someone? Has someone ever promised  

something to you? What does it feel like when we are waiting? People had waited 

thousands and thousands of years and then finally all their promises came true 

when Mary said yes to God.  

Reflective activity  

Ask the children to make a paperchain and think about a promise they might 

make to someone, all their promises can be joined together in one long paper-

chain or one for each small group.  

Dear God, we thank you that you keep all your promises to us and that the  

biggest promise of all was that you sent us your son. Help us to say ‘yes’ to the 

right things and to keep our promises we make today to help one another. Amen.  

 

Prepare to move on and wait for the music.  



 

 

 

Representing the field where the shepherds were sitting.  You can use 

anything you like but it is important to have some symbolic representa-

tion such as shepherds’ crooks, sheep skin, sandals but there must be 

a ‘fire’ made of large logs.  

 

It is good to have this station in a dark area of the church.  



The Message—Station 5 

The story of the shepherds  

The scene 

representation of the shepherds’ field—crooks, sheep skins, sandals 

Logs etc. to make a ’fire’  

paper ‘flames’ in different colours—orange, red and yellow  

Lettering ‘the message’  

The Gathering 

Invite the children to find a space and ask them where they think they might be 

Opening question/thought 

Often people feel most alone or worried after darkness falls, at night time when it 

is very quiet. Can you think of a time when you felt a bit like that, alone or  

worried?  

Story 

The shepherds were in a field at night watching their sheep. When suddenly a 

bright light appeared in the sky.  They were terrified. But the angel said to them 

‘do not be afraid. I bring you good news for all people. Today a saviour has been 

born. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Go to Bethlehem and you will find a baby lying 

in manger’. Then the shepherds said to one another ‘Let us go to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has happened’ and they ran straight away to go and see this 

wonderful thing.  

Ask/think 

What makes you feel better when you are lonely or scared? 

Reflective activity  

The Bible tells us that Jesus is the light of the world. As the shepherds were sit-

ting in darkness suddenly a light appeared in the sky. But when they went to 

Bethlehem they found the light that would fill the whole world. Think about  

something or someone that brings light into your life. Say ‘thank you’ to God for 

them as you put your ‘flame’ onto the fire.  

 

Prepare to move on and wait for the music.  

 



This station represents the birth of Jesus.  

It is important to remember that the whole group will gather for 

this final station so the visual will need to be quite big.  

 

Some ideas—you may have a manger or an old cot. It can be 

as rustic as you like and  you can reinforce that in the story,  

reminding the children that Jesus was born in an animals’ food 

tray. .  



The Gift —Station 6 

The story of Jesus’ birth 

The scene 

A symbol to represent the birth of Jesus, see ideas on previous page 

Ideally a manger or cot but with no baby/doll, instead fill it with a white cloth and 

perhaps a crown 

Lettering ‘The Gift’ 

Optional—tea lights (electric) in a circle around the manger 

The Gathering 

Children are invited to sit in front of the station ensuring they can all see.  

Opening question/thought 

Where are we now? We are seeing something a bit like the shepherds might 

have seen when they ran all the way to Bethlehem.  

Story 

And Mary gave birth to a Son, and they named him Jesus. And they wrapped him 

in cloths and laid him in a manger because there was no room at the Inn. And the 

shepherds came to visit him and later wise men from the East and all the world 

came to know that a child was born for them.  

Ask/think 

Why is there no baby in the manger? Explain that as Christians we are still  

waiting, we still have lots of preparations before Christmas. This is what Advent is 

all about.  

Reflective activity  

Teach the sign language for ‘a child is born’ - mime holding a baby with your left 

arm and cupping it’s head with your right hand, then bring your right hand under 

your left in a sweeping movement as you say ‘is born’  

Join together in singing the first verse of ‘Away in a manger’ 

It may be appropriate for the children to have something to take away with them 

or something small to eat at the end of the visit.  



 

 

Example Timetable—group of up to 50 children 

Arrival time 10 

Short introduction before children are divided into five groups. 

 

The children can take part in a craft activity either before or after their journey 

or back at school if you are short of time 

 

 

The children all finish together at ‘The Gift’ which should take a further 15mins 

 

 Group A Group B Group C Group D Group E 

10.15 The Prepa-

rations 

The an-

nouncement 

The journey The promis-

es 

The mes-

sage 

10.30 The an-

noucement 

The journey The promis-

es 

The mes-

sage 

The prepa-

rations 

10.45 The journey The promis-

es 

The mes-

sage 

The prepa-

rations 

The an-

nouncement 

11 The promis-

es 

The mes-

sage 

The prepa-

rations 

The an-

nouncement 

The journey  

11.15 The mes-

sage  

The prepara-

tions 

The an-

nouncement  

The journey The promis-

es  



Craft Activity  

The children will be given these images and asked  to put them in order onto 

an envelope, representing God’s message to us at Christmas 

 

 

 This first image is on the outside (front) of the envelope 

 


